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STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE STUDY ON TEXTILES 

Note by the Secretariat 

1. In the light of the discussion at the first meeting of the Working Party in July 
the secretariat wrote to various governments to request statistical and other data 
which were considered to be necessary for the Study and which were not readily 
available from unofficial sources. A few governments have since responded by supplying 
a part of the material requested. In order to facilitate discussion in the Working 
Party in September the secretariat has, on the basis of available information, prepared 
a draft of some of the chapters of the Study. 

2. These draft chapters have been drawn up on the assumption that the Study will have 
a structure along the following lines: 

Introduction 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 

Chapter 4 

Chapter 5 

Chapter 6 

Annexes 

Introductory and explanatory remarks 

Production and consumption of textiles 

International trade in textiles 

Structure of the textile industry 

The importance of the textile industry 
to developing countries 

Government measures to assist adjustments 
in the industry 

Commercial policies and trade barriers 

Statistical tables, part of which 

To be drafted 

Spec(72)87 

Spec(72)88 

To be drafted 

To be drafted 

To be drafted 

To be drafted 

Spec(72)89 
Spec(72)91 

3. In accordance with the views expressed by members of the Working Party at the 
July meeting an attempt has been made to take account of the situation in as many 
countries as possible.1 While there are practical difficulties in obtaining 
meaningful data concerning aany of them the picture of production and trade that is 

"T'he designations employed in the Study do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever concerning the legal status of any country or territory or of its 
authorities or concerning the delineation of its frontiers. 
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presented in the two chapters that have been circulated has nevertheless been of 
general coverage. The gaps in information have, where necessary, been filled by 
estimates and it is submitted that any discrepancy between the description given 
in the draft and that which would have emerged had data been available for all 
countries of the world would not be so significant as to affect the substantive 
observations or conclusions. 

4.. Members of the Working Party also suggested in July that the Study should 
cover made-up goods other than garments. Owing to the lack of adequate statistical 
data it has been found difficult to give a complete account of trade and production 
in this sector and in most cases only the more important items in this category 
have been included. 

5. As agreed, the Study will aim at showing the latest position of the industry 
and trade as permitted by the availability of data, which generally means that of 
1970. Figures for i960 or 1961 and 1965-1970 are generally used in demonstrating 
the trends. 

6. It is to be hoped that comments by members of the Working Party at the 
September meeting will provide further guidance for the completion and revision 
of the text already circulated and for the preparation of the other chapters of 
the Study. 


